
 On July 1, 2007, James 
“Jim” H. Bunce retired from 
Johnson, Bunce & Noble, P.C.  
Jim started his legal career in 
1965 at Swain, Johnson & 
Gard.  Jim started as an associ-
ate attorney, handling mostly 
corporate, collection, and real 
estate matters.  Shortly there-
after, he became a partner in 
the firm.  After several years of 
service, the firm formally 
changed its name to include 
and recognize Jim’s service and 
dedication.  

 A top graduate of 
Bradley University and 
Georgetown Law School, Jim’s 
legal career spanned over four 
decades.  He represented indi-
viduals from virtually all walks 
of life—from farmers to cor-

porate presidents.  Addition-
ally, his clients included local 
and national corporations and 
other various business enti-
ties.     

 Although possessing 
legal ability unmatched by 
many leading attorneys, Jim is 
best known by colleagues and 
clients for his honesty and 
integrity.  Early on and 
throughout his career, Jim 
earned Martindale-Hubble’s 
highest rating for legal ability 
and professionalism.   

 Jim plans on spending 
time with his wife, daughter, 
son-in-law, and grandchildren.  
He can be found at Starbucks 
in the morning, Barnes & No-
ble in the afternoon, and 
watching his beloved St. Louis 

Cardinals at night.   

 Although retired, he 
will not be forgotten.   He will 
be missed by everyone at 
JBN, but retirement is truly 
deserved.   
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Jim Bunce Retires 

Patrick T. Chambers Joins JBN Of  Counsel 

Jim Bunce’s clients can reach Jim Johnson or Brian Johnson at (309) 691-9650 
for continued representation and immediate service. 

 Central Illinois attor-
ney, Patrick T. Chambers, has 
joined of counsel to Johnson, 
Bunce & Noble, P.C.  Most 
recently practicing in East Peo-
ria, Illinois as a sole practitio-
ner, Pat has represented indi-
vidual and business clients in 
real estate, business, probate, 
and litigation matters. 
 He is a graduate of the 
University of Illinois in Cham-
paign, Illinois and the Chicago-
Kent College of Law. 
 As a sole practitioner, 
Pat has represented individuals  

and businesses in a wide array 
of matters.  Most recently an 
attorney in East Peoria, Pat is 
a lifelong practitioner in the 
Peoria area.  
 JBN is excited to 
welcome Pat to our practice.  
He will handle mostly resi-
dential and commercial real 
estate transactions, estate 
planning, and general business 
matters.  
 He can be reached at 
the Firm’s phone number at 
(309) 691-9650 or his per-
sonal line at (309) 691-0910.

 JBN Title Services, 
Inc. proudly welcomes Lori A. 
Fraboni, from Metamora, Illi-
nois, as the department’s new 
title officer.  Her duties in-
clude: general department 
overview and answering diffi-
cult title and closing ques-
tions. 
 Lori is a certified 
paralegal and has vast general 
legal and real estate knowl-
edge, which will be valued at 
JBN and JBN Title Services, 
Inc.   

JBN Title Welcomes New 
Title Officer 



 Due to the recent 
increase in patient neglect 
by nursing homes, Illinois 
adopted the Nursing 
Home Care Act (the Act). 
In addition to the current 
negligence laws, the Act 
allows for an additional 
action against the nursing 
home.   

 In a nutshell, the 
Act provides that the nurs-
ing home is liable to a resi-
dent for any intentional or 
negligent acts or omissions 
of their employees or 
other agents.  Just as in any 
other action, the act or 
omission must result in 
injury to the resident.   In 
addition to recovery for 
actual damages (i.e. medi-
cal expenses, out-of-
pocket costs), the Act pro-
vides for the recovery of 

court costs and attorney's 
fees, which is rare and 
valuable in attacking a 
nursing home.   

 In addition to any 
claim for damages, the Act 
allows for immediate relief 
in the form of an injunc-
tion.  This means that 
should injuries be occur-
ring or are imminent, an 
attorney can seek an im-
mediate court-ordered 
stoppage of the harmful 
activity. 

 Contact JBN to 
learn more about this 
powerful law. 

Nursing Home Neglect 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

DISCLAIMER: The law quickly 
changes.  Nothing in this news-
letter should be relied upon as 
legal advice.  Please consult our 
office for legal advice tailored to 
your specific factual situation. 
 
 
 
ONLINE NOTE:  This newslet-
ter is also available online. 

Other information and reminders: 
• Look for JBN’s ad in Peoria’s business magazine, InterBusiness Issues 
• Jim Bunce’s clients can reach Jim Johnson or Brian Johnson for representation 

In addition to the cur-
rent negligence laws, 
the Act allows for an 
additional action against 
the nursing home.   

Written Lease = More Protection 
 Too often, JBN 
receives phone calls from 
landlords who do not have 
a written lease.  Unfortu-
nately, without a written 
lease, the terms orally 
agreed to get confused and 
difficult to prove should 
court involvement be nec-
essary. 

 A written lease 
can also provide for the 
tenant to pay attorney’s 
fees and court costs 
should eviction be re-
quired or an action to en-
force the lease be neces-
sary. 

 The lease can be 
as simple as a one-page 
agreement.  Sometimes, 
special language is neces-
sary depending on the type 
of tenant.   

 Commercial land-
lords should seek the ad-
vice of a JBN attorney be-
fore executing any lease as 
specific commercial ten-
ants may require extra 
landlord protection. 

 You can rely on 
JBN’s reputation for hon-
esty for exactly the type of 
lease you may require. 


